Northwest Vermont Solid Waste Management District

2017 Supervisor's Report

The Northwest Solid Waste District’s (NWSWD) mission is to provide for the efficient, economical, and environmentally-sound reduction, reuse, recycling, and finally disposal of solid waste.  2017 was a great year for waste reduction and recycling in the NWSWD -- our efforts resulted in the District successfully diverting more waste from the landfill than any year before!  Waste diverted was recycled or reused and helped conserve resources and keep toxic materials out of Vermont landfills.  
The District was able to increase our programs and services like composting, hazardous waste, and reuse. We also offered more workshops and increased our ability to pass on useful information through channels like farmer’s markets and fairs, and the internet.  These efforts helped Franklin and Grand Isle counties reduce the waste they sent to the landfill.  We measure our success by looking at the weight of waste that we sent to the landfill and what we were able to divert through reuse and recycling.  All this work showed in the amount of waste we diverted from the landfill this year. Some of this year’s highlights include: 

· All District communities diverted 31% of our waste from the landfill.
· District operations diverted 1,384 tons of waste from the landfill in 2017! This is a 6% increase from 2016!!
· Recycled 134 tons of e-waste
· Held eight “Backyard Composting” classes for residents

· Began a successful pilot program to collect food waste from resident’s homes to turn into compost.

· Launched a new community and business outreach program that has already made contact with 215 businesses in our region.
· Collected 57 tons of hazardous material from 1237 Households through our Household Hazardous Waste program.  That’s over 12 tons more of household chemicals collected than last year! 
· This year our Close the Loop Compost program grew 28% and we collected 211 tons of food scraps from 22 businesses and institutions and 6 residential drop-off points to be turned into compost.
NWSWD by the Numbers

In the NWSWD, five District run recycling drop-off sites in Georgia, Montgomery, Bakersfield, St. Albans and North Hero, 2 member town run sites (Alburgh and Grand Isle), and mandatory curbside recycling by registered waste haulers allows easy access to recycling for all residents.  Overall in 2017, through recycling, reuse and composting, District residents were able to divert 31% of waste created from the landfill!  After all of this work the average NWSWD resident sent just 3 pounds of waste to the landfill per day. That’s almost 25% less than last year. Way to go! 
Through our District-operated sites and programs, this year we disposed of 811 tons of trash and recycled or diverted 1,384 tons of material, including 417 tons of blue-bin recyclables setting the diversion rate for District Services at 59%.  
All District Staff are available through the District office at (802)524-5986 or info@nwswd.org.  For more information about the District and our services, how to reduce and recycle your waste, or how to get involved call District staff at the above number or come visit at 158 Morse Drive in Georgia (we even give tours of our Recycling Center.)  You can also visit us on the web at www.nwswd.org, find us on Facebook, and sign-up for our e-mail updates.  More information can also be found in our newsletter available at your Town Meeting.
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